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EXTRACT OF CHAPTER 3 – APPENDIX C

READY RECKONER: 
HOW TO SELECT AN 
APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE 
MARKING
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HOW TO SELECT 
AN APPROPRIATE 

PROTECTIVE MARKING

DON’T FORGET!
Continually assess the information throughout 

its lifecycle to see if the value has changed.

IMPORTANT: Depending on the content, some information
may require more than one marking

Could compromise of the information have the potential to a�ect national interest?

START

Could compromise of the information reveal Victorian Cabinet deliberations?

THIS INFORMATION MAY REQUIRE A 
DISSEMINATION LIMITING MARKER

(This may be due a legal requirement, or a requirement to
control dissemination or impose a special handling condition)

Refer to the Protective Security Policy Framework (PSPF) for more information –

Visit www.protectivesecurity.gov.au

This information DOES NOT require a protective marking at this time.

The material may be considered UNCLASSIFIED or PUBLIC DOMAIN (if approved for unlimited public release).

Does the information need the 
highest degree of protection?

(Test: Could compromise of this 
material cause SERIOUS harm 
or damage to Victorian state 
government operations or interests 
and/or entities or persons within 
Victoria?)

THIS INFORMATION MAY REQUIRE 
A SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

(N.B. Some material may require 
both a DLM and a security classification)

This information is to be 
security classified 

SECRET

Does the information need 
substantial degree of protection?

(Test: Could compromise of this 
material cause SIGNIFICANT harm or 
damage to Victorian state 
government operations or interests 
and/or entities or persons within 
Victoria?)

This information is 
to be security classified

CONFIDENTIAL

Does the information need some 
degree of protection?

(Test: Could compromise of this 
material cause MAJOR harm or 
damage to Victorian state 
government operations or interests 
and/or entities or persons within 
Victoria?)

This information requires the DLM of 
‘SENSITIVE: VIC CABINET’ 

Could compromise of the information reveal ‘sensitive personal information’ 
as defined in the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014?

This information requires the DLM of 
‘SENSITIVE: PERSONAL’ 

Could compromise of the information breach legal professional privilege?

This information requires the DLM of 
‘SENSITIVE: LEGAL’ 

Could compromise of the information be in breach of any other secrecy 
provisions or enactments?

Could compromise of this material cause LIMITED harm or damage to
Victorian state government operations or interests and/or entities or persons
within Victoria?

This information requires the DLM 
‘SENSITIVE’ (N.B. Ensure you quote the 
relevant legislative provision)

This information requires the DLM 
‘For O�cial Use Only’ (N.B. This marking 
cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other DLM or security classification)

Could compromise of this information cause damage or harm to Victorian state 
government operations or interests and/or entities or persons within Victorian?

This information is to be 
security classified 

PROTECTED


